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WMAN News 

The Power of an Exceptional Community

Two of the youngest
Mitzvah Mania 
volunteers plant bulbs
in Emlen Circle at the
intersection of Lincoln
Drive and Emlen
Street. Mitzvah
Mania is a service
project of the Jewish
Federation.
For more photographs 
of Mt. Airy Service
Day, see pages 4 & 5. 

Annual Giving: 
The Promises We Keep.

See page 7

Mt. Airy Service Day
Houston Playground’s 5th Anniversary, a new group of volunteers committed to beautifying Emlen

Circle, a service opportunity for folks who are passionate about Carpenter’s Woods… there were many
ways to get involved during the Mt. Airy Service Weekend, October 20th and 21st.  Mt. Airy people
proved once again that they are ready to pitch in to create an even more exceptional community.

Senator LeAnna Washington Continues 
Support for WMAN

Senator LeAnna Washington, who
represents West Mt. Airy in the 4th
District, is a generous and valued 
supporter of WMAN programs.
Senator Washington has provided
essential funding for WMAN’s core
programs, crime prevention and 
public safety initiative, and 
community organizing.  Here,
Senator Washington meets with Liz
Werthan, WMAN Executive Vice
President to discuss WMAN’s
progress and future funding.
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President’s Column

Crime is one of the major issues confronting Philadelphia as a city – one need only listen to the rhet-
oric in this year’s mayoral campaign, or take a look at the metro section of our newspapers, to know
that. From the high homicide rate to the pettiest of burglaries, we are constantly made aware of crime
throughout our neighborhoods. And we must choose how to respond.

What does West Mt. Airy Neighbors do about crime? We are asked that question on a regular basis,
and I want to share my thoughts. These thoughts are both philosophical and practical.

First, the philosophy. It’s important that we keep our eyes and ears open, crime-proof our homes to
the extent possible, and report all incidents to 911. However, it’s even more important that we not give
up our freedom, our enjoyment of our community, and our sense of neighborliness. Let’s avoid a

bunker mentality. And, let’s understand that West Mt. Airy, while not crime-free, is one of the safest
neighborhoods in Philadelphia. Most important, let’s create the personal connections with our neighbors
and others which will sustain us when we experience crime. 

Now to the practical:  What can WMAN do about crime? Here’s what we are doing right now:

•• SSeerrvviinngg aass ccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss hhuubb ffoorr ccrriimmee aanndd ssaaffeettyy iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn:: Our Mt. Airy Safety Alerts are
sent to 300 people in West Mt. Airy. In addition, when we hear of a crime in a particular part of the
neighborhood, we send those safety alerts to all neighbors whose email addresses we have in that part
of the neighborhood. We are also launching a new website which will deal exclusively with matters of
public safety, to which other groups can link.

•• PPrroommoottiinngg TToowwnn WWaattcchh aanndd bblloocckk oorrggaanniizziinngg:: Town Watches and organized blocks represent the
appropriate scale for organizing efforts, and WMAN supports efforts to organize formal Town
Watches and informal block associations throughout the community. 

•• RReeccrruuiittiinngg bblloocckk ccaappttaaiinnss aanndd ootthheerr vvoolluunntteeeerrss:: WMAN has recruited nearly 50 Virtual Block Captains who have agreed to
take responsibility for sharing our email alerts with their neighbors. Thus, information about crime and safety spreads quickly
throughout the community. Also, we have distributed 20 free Graffiti Removal Kits to anyone committed to removing new
graffiti within 24 hours. We have also established a Block Leaders Forum for those folks to share their good ideas and concerns
with others working at the block level.

So, while WMAN cannot prevent crime, we work hard to make our community’s response to crime an active and effective one. 

Jarma J. Frisby

President

Promoting
safety:  

neighbors 
and WMAN

working
together
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Tips on Preventing
Burglaries in Your Home

• Install window security including vent locks, pin
locks and jimmy proof latches. 

• Improve or add outdoor lighting. This can
include motion sensor lighting to save energy
costs. 

• Use home alarms all the time, including at night. 

• Realize burglars “case” a house or block, often
many times, prior to breaking in. Note suspi-
cious people or cars. 

• Install a sign about fire rescue for your dog - 
burglars avoid houses with dogs. 

• Keep your cell phone by your bed, turned on, 
in case your phone lines are cut. 

• Improve locks and window security on basement
doors and windows. 

• Do not leave ladders near the house. 

• Note any upstairs windows that can be accessed
via climbing. Keep them locked. 

• Lock storm doors at night. 

• Keep accessible storm windows closed, even in
the summer, when the house is unoccupied or at
night. 

• Use light timers when you are out of town. 

• Avoid marking “your parking spot” with a cone
or chair, as it advertises when you are not home. 

• If you are away for some time, have a neighbor
pick up your mail and newspapers.

John Siemiarowski
MASTER OF ELECTRICAL WIZARDRY

215.837.0101
VOLTWIZ@COMCAST.NET

° P o w e r  W i r i n g  ° L i g h t i n g  D e s i g n  &  I n s t a l l a t i o n

° L i g h t i n g  C o n t r o l  &  H o m e  A u t o m a t i o n

° T e l e p h o n e  W i r i n g  ° C o m p u t e r  N e t w o r k  W i r i n g

ELECTRICAL WIZARDRY, INC.
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Emlen Circle Beautification Project

WMAN was proud to contribute to the success of the Emlen Circle Beautification Project, which is the brainchild of Mitch
Bormack, a Pelham-area neighbor. 

Mitch led a team of energetic and dedicated volunteers in raising funds and in-kind donations for the complete renovation of
Emlen Circle (at Lincoln Drive and Emlen Street) one of the signature gateways to Mt. Airy. Many people contributed time 
and money to make this improvement a reality, including core group members Allyson Katzman Bormack, Alice Berman, Dan
Husted, Laurie Churchman, and Jonathan Ziegert. They contributed before the event, and served as site coordinators for the
work itself. 

These contributors and sponsors are especially acknowledged:

Anonymous Donor in honor of Mitch Bormack and Allyson Katzman Bormack
Elfant Wissahickon Realtors
Germantown Jewish Centre
Laurel Hill Gardens
Lincoln Terrace Apartments
Mitzvah Mania Volunteers

Top left: Elfant Wissahickon Realtors partners Paul Walsh and Bob Elfant are atop the
dirt pile. Right: Carol Davis, Bob Elfant, Dennis Chapline, and Nancy Elfant take a
short break. Below: Mitch Bormack, leader of the Emlen Circle Beautifcation Project, and
Larry DiFranco of Elfant Wissahickon. Below Right: Christopher Plant of Elfant
Wissahickon digs in with the rototiller.

I found a worm!

Below: Russell Carter, Pelham area
neighbor, at the helm of the rototiller

More than 

150 volunteers 

participated in 

Mt. Airy 

Service 

Weekend.



Mitzvah Mania at Carpenter’s Woods

Friends of Carpenter’s Woods welcomed Jewish Federation volunteers on Sunday, October 21st to undertake several needed 
projects: cleaning dumped construction and yard waste from the North Mt. Pleasant side of the park; litter pick-up; creating
fencing, and animal and bird habitats, from fallen trees and bushes; and preparing a site for an innovative natural art installation 
by Louise Barteau Chodoff.
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The Children’s Kingdom at Houston School 
Rebuilding and 5th Anniversary Celebration

The Children’s Kingdom at Henry Houston School was built in the pouring rain in October, 2002. For its 5th Anniversary, the
weather cooperated, with Saturday, October 20th dawning sunny and warm. Volunteers from Philadelphia Cares Day, Houston
students and alumni, and neighbors joined together to sand and oil the wood, spread 60 cubic yards of fresh wood chips, and 
otherwise prepare the playground for more kids’ play.

Organizers of this event are grateful to: 

Greater Philadelphia Cares
Coffee Junction and Café
Golden Crust Pizza
InFusion Coffee and Tea Gallery

Children’s Kingdom Rebuilding Leaders pause for a break.
From left, Ken Campbell, Rusty Prall, Houston Principal
Kim Newman, and Carol Davis.

Volunteers from Philadelphia Cares Day worked hard to revitalize the playground.

Left:  WMAN Board
member Della Lazarus
and Carpenter’s Woods
neighbor Margaret
Funderburg feel strong
after a morning’s work
in the woods.

Right:  Mitzvah 
Mania volunteers 

stand in front of their
handiwork, a pile of
dumped brush turned

into a habitat for birds
and small animals.
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Each year, we ask you to support our Annual Giving program.  You might ask:  Why support WMAN this year?  To make a 
compelling case for your contribution, we went back to the letter we sent you last year, asking ourselves how we answered that 
question in the past.  Last year we made specific promises to strengthen our community over the year. How did we do?  Here’s how:

The bottom line:  WWMMAANN kkeeeeppss iittss pprroommiisseess.. We hope you will agree with us that WMAN is an effective, efficient community
organization worthy of your continued support.

You may make your contribution using our secure server at www.wman.net or send your check in the enclosed envelope. And while
you are at our website, check out what else WMAN is up to.  Thanks!

We promised to:

¬¬  SSttrreennggtthheenn oouurr ccaappaacciittyy ttoo ccoommmmuunniiccaattee wwiitthh 
yyoouu by recruiting a neighbor on each block who 
will disseminate information about public safety 
and community concerns through email.

­­ CCoonnttiinnuuee ttoo iinnccrreeaassee oouurr rreessppoonnssiivveenneessss ttoo 
ccoommmmuunniittyy nneeeeddss by establishing a QQuuaalliittyy ooff LLiiffee
CCoommmmiitttteeee to facilitate neighborhood responses to
issues which affect the quality of life of residents; and 
to pool our knowledge, resources, and networks to 
work effectively in promoting public safety.

ÂÂ AAdddd aa ssttaaffff ppeerrssoonn ttoo wwoorrkk ddiirreeccttllyy wwiitthh nneeiigghhbboorrss
who need help on specific issues such as abandoned 
cars or traffic problems.

Here’s the status of that promise:

¬¬ AACCCCOOMMPPLLIISSHHEEDD:: We have recruited nearly 50
Virtual Block Captains who are committed to sending
our Mt. Airy Safety Alerts to their neighbors. In 
addition, our information is carried on at least 4 
neighborhood list serves, extending our reach to 
thousands of neighbors.

­­ AACCCCOOMMPPLLIISSHHEEDD:: WMAN’s Quality of Life
Committee has become an essential forum for 
community problem-solving.

ÂÂ AACCCCOOMMPPLLIISSHHEEDD:: Our Community Relations
Specialist, Milt Cohen, stands ready to assist you. 
Milt can be reached at the Mt. Airy Help Line at 
(267) 286-8174 or wmanhelp@hotmail.com.

The Promises We Keep:
WMAN Annual Giving

Yes! I want to support WMAN’s work in my community.

name

address

address

telephone

email

I’m enclosing my Annual Giving contribution of:

o $30 o $50 o $100 o $125
o $250 o $500 o $1000 o $
The official registration and financial information of West Mt. Airy Neighbors may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by 
calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement. 

Your contribution is tax-deductible. Please make check or money order payable to WMAN and mail to WMAN, 6703 Germantown Avenue, 
Suite 200, Philadelphia, PA 19119. 
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Jarma J. Frisby
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Liz Werthan
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Kevin Peter
VP, Finance

Eydie Miller Ellis
VP, Physical Resources

Leslie Winder
VP, Development & Communication

Chelsea Badeau 
Rhonda Ball
Howard Bilofsky
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Louis Clotman
Joyce Corlett
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Patrick Hauck
Rose Lacend
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Patricia Mann
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Mary Hale Meyer
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Curtis Pontz
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George Stern
Marc Stier
Tracey Woods
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HHeellppffuull pphhoonnee nnuummbbeerrss:: ((221155))-- Abandoned Autos . . . . . . . .683-2277 
or . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .685-2463
Abandoned Houses . . . . . .686-2463
Illegal Dumping . . . . . . . . . .686-5560

Potholes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .686-5560
Public Nuisance Task Force 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .686-5858
Rat Control . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .686-9719

Sewer Inlet Cleaning . . . .685-6300
Street Lights  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .686-5515
Vacant Lots  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .686-2463
Open Fire Hydrant . . . . . .685-6300

14th Police District . . . . . .686-3140
Councilwoman Donna Reed
Miller . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .686-3424
or . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .686-3425

WMAN

Laura Morris Siena
Executive Director

Paul Chase
Administrator

Milt Cohen
Community Relations Specialist

Terri Rivera
Coordinator, Mt. Airy Schools Committee

Eat Your Heart Out!

WMAN’s popular annual fund rais-
ing event, Eat Your Heart Out!, will be
held on Saturday, March 8, 2008.
Mark your calendar today; Eat Your
Heart Out! sells out quickly. Eat Your
Heart Out! begins at one fantastic 
Mt. Airy house where all guests meet
for cocktails, and then disperses to
wonderful homes throughout the 
community, where guests enjoy 
delicious meals prepared by Mt. Airy’s

great home cooks or professional chefs. To be sure you receive an 
invitation, email WMAN at wman@wman.net.

Eat Your Heart Out! 2008 is being co-chaired by AAnnnneettttee MMccDDaanniieell
TTuurrnneerr and MMiicchhaaeell TTuurrnneerr..


